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RE-GATHERING THE CHURCH 
May 12, 2020 

 
Mt. Carmel Family, 
 
I want to remind us of what the Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 4:2-3: “Be completely humble 
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of 
the Spirit through the bond of peace.” These verses call on us to humbly bear with one another 
and show grace to one another. 
 
There may have never been a time when we needed these verses than now. I have never in my 
time as a pastor faced such a turbulent time as this. 
 
Gov. Edwards is moving the state to Phase One, which allows churches to re-gather inside. I am 
excited, because, since the pandemic started, I wanted to gather together again as soon as 
possible. But I also want to gather as safely as possible. That being said, I want to ensure you 
that there is nobody who wants to reopen as much as I do. Also, there is nobody who hates 
these restrictions more than I do. I am an extrovert—I miss physical interaction with people. 
 
Nobody likes being told what to do. There may be times that you feel like your church is forcing 
a bunch of rules on you. Let me assure you that we are only following the guidelines handed to 
us by the state and President Trump. Let me also assure you that these are temporary 
restrictions. I encourage you to “bear with one another in love” when you feel pushed around. I 
want to thank you in advance for your understanding and patience. This will soon be over. 
 
Here are the guidelines for our church during Phase One: 

• All households should remain six feet apart from others. We will have some pews roped 
off to facilitate this. 

• We will have hand sanitizer available in the lobby. We encourage everyone also to bring 
their own sanitizer and use it frequently. 

• We strongly discourage physical touch (handshakes, hugs, etc.). Please be respectful of 
others. 

• Disposable masks will be available in the lobby. 
• We are limited to 25% of our maximum capacity. 
• All spaces will be cleaned and disinfected thoroughly before and after all services. 

 
To accommodate the attendance limitation, we will move to two services. The first service will 
be at 9 am for those who are vulnerable to COVID-19 (prior health conditions and ages 60 and 
up). This will be a traditional service. The second service will be at 11 am, and the worship will 
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be blended. Depending on the attendance, we may remove the age restriction on the first 
service. 
 
The Fellowship Hall and the Family Life Center will be set up as overflow spaces. Both will have 
the service going at the same time (through TV and a big screen, respectively). Because we will 
not offer childcare, any parent that feels the need to step out of the service with their children 
are able to go to the Family Life Center and still be a part of the service. The Fellowship Hall will 
be set up for those who may not feel comfortable in the sanctuary. Very strict social distancing 
and masks will be enforced in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
As always, the service will also be available in the cry room in the lobby for mothers that need 
to step out with babies. 
 
Finally, let me remind you that these restrictions will not last forever. This is a slow process. 
During this re-gathering process, it is important for us to remember that we are witnesses to 
the world. When we insist on our own way and refuse to show patience and grace, it says 
something to the world around us. We’re family, and we’re in this together, so let’s work 
together to make re-gathering successful! 
 
Your Pastor and Friend, 
 
Matt Warren 


